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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES PARISH OFFICES & STAFF
SUNDAY MASS: Sat. 5:00 P.M. and Sun. Morn. at 8:00 A.M. A"_MfN‘STRAT‘VE CENTER (RECTORY: former Convent
& 11:00 A.M. building)
WEEKDAY: Mass held in the main Church. See bulletin (724) 274-5084

iztch we}:le?khqr call 1Il{ectorif1 {gr sclsledulde of the .8:00 AM. Marsha Etzrodt, Secretary
ass which is usually not held on Saturday morning. ) ) .

HoOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION: these days vary in time and Office Hours: Mon. - Thur.: 8 t(.) 4 .Fn" 8 to Noon
obligation from year to year. See bulletin or call Rectory LIGUORI CENTER OFFICES (school building side entrance)

each time for details. (724) 274-2547

CONFESSIONS: Sat. from 3:30 to 4:30, and anytime by CCD & Youth Min. - Karen Mueller

appointment. . . .

NPKRRIAGE, BAPTISM: call parish office (six months before Social Services - Cathy Moxie

marriage). Music Director/Organist — Vickie Roolf

COMMUNION CALLS AND OTHER SERVICES: call office for

information.
New Parishioners: We welcome new parishioners whether newly moved into the area or those who CATHOLIC
have fallen off through inactivity. Welcome! Register by calling or coming to the parish office. DIOCESE OF
Become an active, attending and supporting member of the parish. And please let us know if you PITTSBURGH
move away or have your telephone or address changed. Thank you. VICARIATE
Church Hall Telephone: (724) 274-2547 NO. 4

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline 1-888-808-1235
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Have pity on me, Lord!
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Openness

Today’s readings remind us that all of us are
“strangers” who owe our “chosenness” to God’s
openness and all-inclusive love. By definition, then, we
have no business dabbling in any form of
exclusiveness. As Isaiah puts it, God’s “house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

Comment

The reading from lIsaiah speaks to “insiders” and
“outsiders.” It reminds us that salvation is not
contingent on membership in a chosen people. Rather,
it depends on a person’s attitude of faith. All who
embrace the faith of Israel will enjoy the salvation God
has promised Israel. God is not exclusionary. God is
openness and welcome. That is why God’s house
“shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

In the second reading, we find Paul speaking of a
remnant, a recurring theme throughout the ancient
Scriptures. Paul emphasizes that the prophets have
continued to announce that no matter what befalls
God’s people, God will save a remnant. Paul sees this
as a divine gift, a gift of life out of death.

Paul is reminding us not to grow smug, not to write off
the Jews. God is working in ways we cannot
understand—perhaps cannot even imagine. The house
of God will be a home for all, for God has so promised.
God will stay true to that word. God will have no “them”
and “us,” no insiders and outsiders.

In today’s Gospel passage, the Canaanite woman is
the ultimate “outsider.” She is a triple threat, you might
say: she is a non-Jew; she is a Canaanite enemy; she
is a woman. Maybe she’s a quadruple threat: she’s

also bold. Her daughter is suffering, troubled and beset
by a demon. The woman recognizes that Jesus is
Lord, Son of David, so she boldly calls upon him to
cure her child. Jesus doesn’t offer her any response.
However, the woman does get a rise out of Jesus’
disciples. They don’t feel pity for her, only
embarrassment because of her. Their response is to
entreat Jesus to get rid of her. Jesus proceeds to do
just that. He tells the woman that his mission is to the
lost sheep of Israel alone. The woman, however, is
persistent. Jesus becomes more blunt, even insulting.
She brushes off the insult and says that she’ll take
what she can get. Jesus can’t refuse such faith. He
gives her everything. He heals her daughter.

Since Jesus repeatedly denies the Canaanite woman
and even goes so far as to call her the “D” word (dog),
it's tempting to read sarcasm, even venom, in Jesus’
words. To do so, however, would be to fail to recognize
an ancient mode of Semitic dialogue and wit that
matches wise aphorism with wise aphorism or riddle
with riddle. Jesus tosses off a maxim to the woman
and she turns it around on him to her own advantage.
Jesus is impressed. He acknowledges her wisdom and
praises her faith.

Matthew uses this event to explain how Jesus’ mission
of salvation is not a parochial one. Rather, the
evangelist wants to make it abundantly clear that
Jesus’ mission is one that extends beyond the house
of Israel to the ends of the earth and to all its people.
Matthew wants us to understand that membership in
the chosen people is neither enough nor essential.
What is enough, what is essential is active faith.

Reflection
The Canaanite woman is one gutsy gal. Unnamed,
outcast, a foreigner, a woman, she stands for us as a
model for faith and faith-filled prayer. Her prayer comes
from a deep recognition of who she is and upon whom
it is she is calling. Her prayer is “grounded” in humility
(from humus, “of the earth/dust”). Her intercession is
made not on her own behalf, but on behalf of her sick
and tortured child. Her prayer is simple, to the point,
and brooks no misinterpretation: “Lord, help me!” No
matter that she is one of Israel’'s outcasts, she calls
upon Jesus to “observe what is right, do what is just’
(Isaiah 56:1). The woman’s faith is strong. That makes
her prayer persistent. Neither she nor it will be
rebuffed. She calls to mind the words of Saint Paul,
“There does not exist among you Jew or Greek, slave
or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Here, in the middle of
Matthew’s Gospel, the Canaanite woman serves as
our representative, one of the many ordinary,
unnamed, and outcast people, on behalf of whom, at
the end of the Gospel, Jesus commands, “Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations”
(Matthew 28:19).

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
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PASTOR’S NOTES:

Within a few weeks we should be getting the estimate
on the roof by Bur Mac Roofing, Inc., who worked on
the other roofs here in the past, and they have the best
interest of our parish.

It seems like summer is coming to a quick close. When
| venture out to the mall, | see many parents buying
school supplies for their children.

Everyone keeps asking me how do | like being here at
Saint Alphonsus? And | replied, that no one has
thrown me out yet. | do not know if anyone is thinking
that yet or not.

There are lots of things to maintain here building wise,
inside and outside, and unfortunately | am the one who
must consider getting those things taken care of since
the parish remains open and viable and alive as
Bishop Zubik suggests.

As you may have heard, the new Roman Missal is
going to change many parts of the Mass, and in the
coming months we will be looking at those changes
more closely. The First Sunday of Advent will be the
official start date for these changes which Bishop Zubik
expects to be carried out with no exceptions. Do not
believe that other parishes are not going to comply and
that they will stick to the old Mass. All parishes across
the country will be in the same boat as we are to
implement these new changes. It is not a matter of
liking them or not, but it is a matter that these are the
new words to be used in our celebration of the Holy
Eucharist. Again new Lectionaries have been
purchased so that all the readings will come from them
and not any booklets. | will be talking about what | am
not allowed to do anymore in the Mass as well. | am
just the messenger — please do not kill me yet.
Everything will work out if we are patient and willing to
making the appropriate adjustments, and it can and will
be accomplished.

So, thanks to everyone for being a part of our parish,
and may God continue to bless us all.

Fr. Ken

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS THE YOUNG
PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH as
they travel to Madrid, Spain this month to celebrate
World Youth Day, August 18-21, with Pope Benedict
XVI.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
FOR THIS WEEK

MONDAY, AUGUST 15 - The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (not a holy day of obligation
this year)
8:00 AM Debbie Strama Mann
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 -- Weekday Celebration
8:00 AM Deceased members of the
Skripets Family
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 — Weekday Celebration
8:00 AM Joseph Siemon
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 — Weekday Celebration
8:00 AM Mary Latini
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 — Weekday Celebration
8:00 AM Frank Hrobak
NEXT SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 — No Mass on
Saturday morning
5:00 PM [For Sunday] Rose Sokol
NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 - Twenty-first Sunday
in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Mary Colon
11:00 AM For all Parishioners, Liv. & Dec.

Your Hitertiop Please

© J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

ATTENTION STUDENTS in Grade 3 through 12: If you
are interested in becoming an Altar Server, please call
the Parish Office at 724-274-5084.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit...”
1 Corinthians 12:4

We are only as good as our volunteers! Would you
like to share your gifts with your St. Alphonsus Parish
family? We need volunteers as catechists, catechist
aides, hall monitors, office and resource support and
more. We encourage all adults prayerfully to consider
volunteering! You don’t have to have a child in our
program to volunteer. All people are invited to share
their gifts! All volunteers must be cleared through our
Safe Environment Program. We will provide the
necessary training and support along the way. For
more information, contact Karen Mueller at 724-274-
2547.
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C.c'D.Classes

REGISTRATION FOR CCD
2011-2012

CCD classes begin on Sunday, September 18.
Classes will be 1 %2 hours from 9:15 A.M. to 10:45 A.M.
There will be a Mass (8:00 A.M.) before CCD and a
Mass (11:00 A.M.) after CCD. Children and Catholic
Parents are expected to attend Mass regularly. This is
an obligation even greater than that of attending CCD.
CCD program is for students of registered
parishioners.

e FOR THOSE CHILDREN WHO ATTENDED CCD
LAST YEAR AND WHO WILL BE RETURNING:
applications and information have been mailed to
your home. Return applications back to us (follow
directions included in the mailing). Deadline is
Friday, September 9.

e FOR NEW STUDENTS who did not attend last
year (small children now entering Kindergarten,
children of families who recently moved into the
area and who have registered in our parish):
CALL OR COME TO THE PARISH HOUSE for
information and application. Deadline for
registering is Friday, September 9.

BABY JESUS SCHOOL will resume on Sunday,
September 25™. Baby Jesus School is a fun,
educational program for infants, tots and toddlers who
come to the Sunday 11 AM Mass with their families.
The goal of Baby Jesus School is to care for and
educate children who are too young to benefit from
being at Mass in the Church. Baby Jesus School is a
“drop-off® program which requires no registration, but
asks for parental commitment to volunteer in the
program once every six weeks or so.

For more information about Baby Jesus School, please
contact Lisa or Jeff Fitzgerald at 724-275-7707.

“MEET AND GREET” - a catechist “Meet and Greet”
with Father Ken will be held on Wednesday,
September 14, at 7 PM in the Rectory. Please RSVP
by calling Karen Mueller at 724-274-2547.

MORALITY: OUR LIFE IN CHRIST, a basic catechist
certification course will be offered at Holy Martyrs
Parish, Tarentum, this fall. Classes will be held in the
Social Hall on the second Wednesday of each month
from 6:30-9:30 PM beginning in September 2011 and
ending in March 2012.

Registration is required. For additional information,
please call Karen Mueller at 724-274-2547.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE - The first
Catholic Women’s Conference is set for Saturday,
October 22, at the Marriott City Center, 112
Washington Place, in Pittsburgh’s uptown
neighborhood. The day will begin at 8 AM with
registration and a continental breakfast and will
conclude with a Mass celebrated by Bishop Zubik at
2:15 PM. The day will include workshops and will
feature keynote speaker Imaculee llibagiza, survivor of
the 1994 Rwandan Holocaust and author of “Left to
Tell.” Informational brochures and registration forms
are available in the Activity Room. Registration fee is
$35, and includes breakfast and lunch. Please join us!
If you would like to attend with women from our parish,
please call Karen Mueller at 412-841-2017.

DIOCESAN CHOIR AUDITIONS - Auditions for the
2011-2012 Diocesan Choir season will soon be held.
The Choir, under the direction of Fr. Jim Chepponis,
Music Director for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, sings for
the major Diocesan events at St. Paul's Cathedral
throughout the year. Currently there are openings in
the soprano, alto, tenor and bass sections. In addition
to being good singers, potential members must be
capable sight-readers due to a limited rehearsal
schedule, and at least 18 years of age. Rehearsals are
held at St. John Capistran Church in Upper St. Clair.
Audition times may be scheduled by calling Doris Anne
in the Diocesan Music Office at 412-456-3042 before
August 24.

LOWER VALLEY COMMUNITY FOOD BANK - the
designated items for August are peanut butter and/or
jelly. School will be starting soon and the children will
need lunches with protein and something sweet for
energy in the afternoon session. ltems can be dropped
off at the Food Bank in the Springdale Boro Building.
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VISITING MISSIONARY

Dr. Amine Kidane from the Diocese of Keren will speak
to us at all the Masses next weekend, August 20/21
concerning the missionary endeavors in the Diocese of
Keren. Please support the work of the missionaries
with your prayers and your contributions. Thank you.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE - Christians throughout Pittsburgh
are invited to take part in the national 40 Days for Life
effort from September 28™ — November 6™". This
ecumenical 40 day campaign to end abortion, which
consists of prayer, fasting and Peaceful vigil, will kick-
off on Saturday, September 24 " at 3:00 PM in Phil's
Parking Lot, located at 917 Liberty Avenue, downtown
Pittsburgh. Come and join with other Christians for a
meaningful time of praise and worship..music by the
Christian band Intent and many motivational speakers!
The event will close with a procession to the Planned
Parenthood abortion clinic for prayer and hymns. Bring
your spouse, your family, and your friends! To get
more information, or to volunteer to help, please
contact Nikki Bruni at 412-926-9413.

LOWER VALLEY SENIOR CITIZENS meet on Friday,
August 19, at noon at the Springdale Boro Community
Hall, for lunch, brief meeting, prizes and bingo. New
members 55 years and over always welcome to join.
For more information call 724-274-8743.

ST. JANUARIUS ROAST PORK DINNER - St
Januarius Church, on Renton Road in Plum, is having
its Annual Roast Pork Dinner on Sunday, September
18, from 1 PM to 6 PM. Cost: $9 for Adults, $4 for
children 12 and under. Take-out available by calling
412-793-9788. There will be a Chinese Auction, 50/50
Raffle, Bake Sale and Bingo. For more information call
412-793-4439.

Your Ministry of Support
Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish
For Sunday, August 7, 2011
Offertory ..o, $4,554.00
Parish Share..........coccoevieviicccic e, $745.00

GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL
PEOPLE

Following their exile to
Babylon, the people of Israel
came home to find other
banished people living in
Israel. It was, therefore, not
uncommon for foreigners to
attempt to come to the Temple
to worship. In the reading from
Isaiah, the Jewish people are
urged to welcome the foreigners and encourage their
worship, for it was clearly the understanding of the
author of Isaiah that everyone would be redeemed.
The Jewish people had a strong sense of what was
right and wrong and how to live just lives. This did not
mean they had to embrace the religions of others, only
to accept the people themselves and recognize that
they and all people were entitled to God’s salvation.

Paul's Epistle to the Romans is equally
evangelizing. He states that his ministry and God’s
love stretch out to all people, not just the Israelites.
Frustrated at times with the Jewish people’s rejection
and refusal to listen, Paul turned to the Gentiles. All
people, Paul explains, have sinned against God. Only
because of our disobedience can God show love and
mercy for all people. God loves us, and without
exclusion each human being can claim the gift of
salvation.

SALVATION FOR ALL

More severe than the other readings, the
Gospel nonetheless asserts that salvation is for all
people. It is the amazing and intense faith of the
Canaanite woman that catches our attention in the
Gospel. The disciples saw her as a nuisance and
someone to remove from Jesus' presence. Jesus
clearly considered his mission at this point particularly
to the Israelites. Yet the woman knew that Jesus could
heal her daughter and God’s healing is, indeed, for all
of us. The woman was so sure of Jesus and God’s
love that she recognized that something greater than
crumbs would come someday to those outside the
Jewish faith. Each of us in our own calling is
challenged to multiply and supplement the crumbs
generously, making a nourishing meal to show all

people of the world God’s great love.
Copyright ©, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.



