




ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

 
 

 
THE QUESTION 

 
Often, when we hear some news, we might say 
something like: 

 
“So what?” or 
“What does that have to do with us?” or 
“What are we supposed to do about it?” 
 

This is what happened in the Gospel today, the 
passage from Saint Luke, read to us on this Third 
Sunday in Advent. John has been preaching around 
the Jordan River that the long-awaited one would be 
coming, that he would be baptizing with fire, and that 
this all meant good news for the people. 
 
The crowds then began to ask John the Baptist the 
“Question.” WHAT ARE WE TO DO? WHAT’S THE 
PLAN? WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO DO? This is 
obviously a very important question, for it is not enough 
just to know these things, but everyone wants to know 
how to put them into action. Thus, Jesus came not only 
to teach us and to reveal the nature and mind of God, 
but he also comes to teach us how to put all this 
teaching into practice, in our everyday lives. It is not 
enough just to know about Jesus. It is also necessary 
for us to match our deeds with our words. John tells 
the people at the Jordan River that they are to share 
clothing and food with those who have none. He tells 
tax collectors to be fair in their work and not practice 
extortion. He told soldiers to be even-handed and not 
to falsely accuse anyone. In other words, he tells the 
people that if they want to be friends of God they 
should keep the commandments of God. Jesus would 
tell them also that if they wanted to be perfect they 
should imitate their heavenly Father who is perfect. 
 
All this is important as we prepare for Christmas and 
the Last Judgment. We will be asked on that day not 
only what we knew and what we believed. We will also 
be asked what we did about it. “Practice of the faith” is 
not just learning a bunch of sentences in a Creed or a 

Catechism Book. “Practice of the faith” consists of 
putting into practice in our own lives what Jesus and 
his Church propose as the only way of putting our faith 
into action. 
 
May this be the way we live all the time, not only in 
Advent. 

-- Father Saladna 
 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES  

 FOR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 – St. John of the Cross 
 8:00 AM Mary Pulliam 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM  Edmond Kovich 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM Paul Onufer 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 --   No Mass scheduled 
for today 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM Alice Susa 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 – No Mass on 
Saturday morning 
 5:00 PM [For Sunday]  For all Parishioners, 
    Liv. & Dec. 
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20  – Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 
 8:00 AM Deceased Members of the Eiseman 
    and Getz Families 

 11:00 AM Martha Adams (Anniv.) 
 

—— 
REST IN PEACE – The parish family of Saint 
Alphonsus wishes to extend their deepest sympathy to 
the family of James McKay. Please remember the 
deceased and his family in your prayers. 

 
—— 

HOLIDAY DECORATION OFFERING ENVELOPES – 
In your envelope packets you will find the traditional 
envelope for Holiday Decorations, with a place to mark 
the name of someone you would like to remember by 
your offering. Our special Christmas Day bulletin insert 
for December 25 will contain the names of these 
“memorials.” In order to be published, they must be 
received here no later than Friday, December 18. 
Please mark the names clearly (print rather than 
script). 
 

—— 
OPLATKY (CHRISTMAS WAFERS) – Oplatky will 
again be available this year through our Parish Social 
Services. A colorful packet of 10 wafers (8 white, 2 
pink) is sold for $5.00, with proceeds going to Social 
Services in their outreach to the elderly and sick. They 
will be sold in the Activity Room after all Masses each 
Sunday before Christmas 
 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  DECEMBER 13, 2009  
 

 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD: SCHEDULE OF 
MASSES AND CONFESSIONS FOR 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, 
CHRISTMAS, HOLY FAMILY, AND MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD (NEW YEAR’S DAY) 
 
 
FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 
 December 19 – Saturday – 5:00 PM 
 December 20 – Sunday   – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
FOR CHRISTMAS: 
 December 24 – Thursday – 5:00 PM and 10:00 PM 
 December 25 – Friday – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
FOR HOLY FAMILY: 
 December 26 – Saturday – 5:00 PM 
 December 27 – Sunday   –  8:00 AM and 11:00AM 
 
FOR MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (New Year’s): 
 December 31 – Thursday – 5:00 PM 
 January 1       -- Friday  – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
 Saturday, December 19 – 3:30 to 4:30 PM -  

Monday, December 21  -- 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest) 
Tuesday, December 22 – 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest)       
Wednesday, December 23 – 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM - 

       (three priests) 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

CLEANING AND DECORATING SCHEDULE: 
Saturday, December 19 – 8:00 AM (coffee and 
donuts) to 10:00 AM. Volunteers needed and 
appreciated. 

 
 
 
 

 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY "RECONCILIATIO 
ET PAENITENTIA" VATICAN CITY, 2 DEC 2009  - At 
the end of today's general audience, the Pope recalled 
the fact that today marks twenty-five years since the 
promulgation of John Paul II's Apostolic Exhortation 
"Reconciliatio et paenitentia" which, said Pope 
Benedict, "drew attention to the importance of the 
Sacrament of Penance in the life of the Church.  

"On this important anniversary", he added, "I 
wish to mention some outstanding figures of 'apostles 
of the confessional', tireless dispensers of divine mercy 
such as St. John Mary Vianney, St. Joseph Cafasso, 
St. Leopold Mandic and St. Pio of Pietrelcina.”  

"May their witness of faith and charity 
encourage you, dear young people, to shun sin and to 
plan your future as a generous service to God and 
mankind. May it help you, dear sick people, to 
experience the mercy of the crucified Christ in your 
suffering. May it stimulate you, dear newlyweds, to 
create a family in an abiding climate of faith and mutual 
understanding.  

Finally, may the example of these saints, 
assiduous and faithful ministers of divine forgiveness 
be for clergy - and especially in the current Year for 
Priests - and for all Christians an invitation always to 
trust in the goodness of God, faithfully practicing and 
celebrating the Sacrament of Penance".  

- Vatican Information Service 
—— 

SWEEPSTAKES CONGRATULATIONS 
Our sweepstakes ticket holders were lucky this past 
week. We had four winners: $1500, $1000, $100, and 
$50. We thank all those who participate. And 
remember, three more weeks of daily drawings, based 
on the PA Big Four. 

 
Our Ministry of Support 

Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish 
For Sunday, December 6, 2009 

Offertory  ................................................ $5,605.00 
Parish Share ............................................. $1,291.00 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS 
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL  

 
AN ADVENT PRAYER 
May the God of peace make us completely holy. 
May God keep us blameless in spirit, soul and body 
 for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forever faithful is the One who calls us—God our  Father! 
Expectant, let us live in joyful hope 
 for the revelation of the glory 
 of our God and Savior, Christ Jesus! 
To him be glory forever! 
Come, Lord Jesus! Your grace be with us all. 
—From Come, Lord Jesus by Lucien Deiss, CSSp, copyright 1976, 1981, Lucien Deiss. Published by 
World Library Publications. p. 127 

 
.  

 


