




ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

 
 

THE VISIT 
Today’s Gospel, on this last Sunday in Advent, is about 
a visit. Mary, who has just said “yes” to God’s invitation 
for her to become the human Mother of his eternal son, 
does not sit at home like a pregnant queen, waiting to 
be served hand and foot. No, Mary hastens through 
the hill country of Judea to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, 
who is also pregnant with the one who would be known 
as John the Baptist. Mary does not think of herself and 
her needs, but like the perfect woman she is, she 
thinks of her older relative and how she can help her. 
 
This “visitation” is not just a visit of Mary to Elizabeth. It 
is much more, for it is a visit of Jesus to John the 
Baptist. And John knew who was visiting, for he 
jumped for joy in his mother’s womb when Jesus came 
to his house. 
 
Later in his life, Jesus would say to his disciples that he 
came, “not to be served, but to serve.” The beauty of 
these “Christmas visits” is that the lesser is always the 
one who is visited by the greater. God condescends 
and comes down to our level, so that we can see and 
know and love him. He does not hold on to his power 
and try to lord it over us (although he certainly could 
“Lord” it over everyone!) He lowers himself in the 
Incarnation and dwells among us. Elizabeth is 
overcome by the visitation of Mary (and Jesus) to her 
home, and she is happily astounded that “the mother of 
my Lord should come to me.” “Who am I to deserve all 
this?” she asks. 
 
As we prepare for Christmas and think about gifts and 
food and visits, we should try to keep the proper order 
of events. Our primary concern should be that we keep 
the spirit of the original “visitor” – by thinking not so 
much about who may be coming to visit us, but rather 
about who it might be who needs our visit, our gifts, our 
joy and our love. 
 
He who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who 
humbles himself shall be exalted. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 
   -- Fr. Saladna 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

FOR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM Andrew Susa 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM Deceased Members of the 
    Skripets Family 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM James McMeekin 
 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24  – VIGIL OF 
CHRISTMAS  (No morning Mass) 
 5:00 PM Thursday, Dec. 24 (for Christmas) – 
    Betty Basilone (Birthday)  
 10:00 PM Thursday, Dec. 24 (for Christmas) – 
    Paul Blume 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 -- CHRISTMAS 
 8:00 AM Friday, Dec. 25 ( Christmas) – 
    Living and Deceased Members of 
    the Dugan and Becquet Families 
 11:00 AM Friday, Dec. 25 ( Christmas) – 
    For those remembered in our 
    Christmas Memorial Booklet 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 -- No Mass on 
Saturday morning 
 5:00 PM [For Sunday] For all Parishioners, 
    Liv. & Dec. 
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 – Holy Family of 
Nazareth 
 8:00 AM Elizabeth “Liz” Gruden (Anniv.) 

 11:00 AM Carmen Ciamacco 
 

—— 
REST IN PEACE – The parish family of Saint 
Alphonsus wishes to extend their deepest sympathy to 
the families of Alex Mock, John Kolesar, James 
McMeekin and Rev. Charles Peterman. Please 
remember the deceased and their families in your 
prayers. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  DECEMBER 20, 2009  
 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES AND CONFESSIONS FOR 
CHRISTMAS, HOLY FAMILY, AND MARY, MOTHER 
OF GOD (NEW YEAR’S DAY) 
 
FOR CHRISTMAS: 
 December 24 – Thursday – 5:00 PM and 10:00 PM 
 December 25 – Friday – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
FOR HOLY FAMILY: 
 December 26 – Saturday – 5:00 PM 
 December 27 – Sunday   –  8:00 AM and 11:00AM 
 
FOR MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (New Year’s): 
 December 31 – Thursday – 5:00 PM 
 January 1       – Friday  – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
 Monday, December 21  -- 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest) 

Tuesday, December 22 – 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest)       
Wednesday, December 23 – 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM - 

       (three priests) 
 

—— 
ANGELUS: NATIVITY SCENES ARE A SCHOOL OF LIFE  
VATICAN CITY, 13 DEC 2009  - This morning, following his 
visit to Rome's Sacred Heart Hospice, the Holy Father 
appeared at the window of his private study to pray the 
Angelus with faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square and, 
following a Roman tradition on this third Sunday of Advent, 
blessed the statues of the Baby Jesus which will be placed in 
nativity scenes in homes and parishes.  

It is a source of joy for me", said the Holy Father, "to 
know that your families still conserve the custom of making 
nativity scenes. Yet it is not enough to repeat the traditional 
gesture, however important it may be. We must seek to live 
what the nativity scene represents in the reality of our 
everyday lives: that is, the love of Christ, His humility and His 
poverty".  

"The blessing of the 'Bambinelli' - as they are called 
in Rome - reminds us that the nativity scene is a school of life 
where we can learn the secret of true joy. This does not 
consist in possessing many things but in feeling ourselves to 
be loved by the Lord, in making ourselves a gift for others, 
and in loving one another. Let us consider the nativity scene: 
the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph do not appear to be a very 
privileged family, they had their first child amidst great 
hardship, yet they are full of intimate joy because they love 

one another, they help one another and, above all, they are 
certain that God is at work in their story".  

"And the shepherds", the Pope asked, "what reason 
do they have to be happy? That newborn infant will certainly 
not alter their poverty and marginalization. Yet faith helps 
them to recognize in the 'child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger', the 'sign' of the fulfillment of God's 
promises for all the men and women 'whom He favors', even 
for them!"  

For this reason, Benedict XVI explained, true joy 
consists in "feeling that our individual and community lives 
are touched by and filled with a great mystery, the mystery of 
the love of God. In order to be joyful we need  love and truth, 
we need a God Who is near, Who warms our hearts and 
responds to our most profound expectations".  

After praying the Angelus, the Pope noted how 
Rome is today celebrating the "Day for new church 
buildings", because "in our city there are communities that do 
not have an adequate place of worship, ... or structures for 
formative activities". In this context, he called on everyone to 
help in creating the necessary pastoral centers.  

Finally the Pope mentioned the missionaries Fr. Daniel 
Cizimya, Fr. Louis Blondel, Fr. Gerry Roche, and Sr. Denise 
Kahambu, who were killed recently in Africa. "They were", he 
said, " faithful witnesses of the Gospel, which they 
announced with courage even at the risk of their own lives". 
He also expressed his closeness to the missionaries' 
relatives and religious communities, and asked everyone to 
join him in prayer that the Lord, with His coming, may bring 
"reconciliation and peace".  

- Vatican Information Service 
—— 

LOOKING AHEAD –Our First Holy Communion Day 
will be Sunday, April 25, 2010 at the 11 AM Mass. 
 

—— 
 

TODAY IS OUR LAST CCD CLASS day until 
Sunday, January 10, 2010. (Christmas and New 
Year  vacation days). 
 

—— 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Springdale High School 
boys’ and girls’ Football and Soccer teams, 
respectively, who had a very successful season this 
year. They are an inspiration to our community. 

 
 
 

Our Ministry of Support 
Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish 

for Immaculate Conception and  
Sunday, December 13, 2009 

Offertory  ................................................ $4,459.80 
Parish Share ................................................ $762.50 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS 
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL  
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