











ST ALPHONSUS

SPRINGDALE, PA

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY is celebrated today.
Prayers and intercessions for married couples, widows
and widowers, and those preparing to receive the Holy
Sacrament of Matrimony will be part of this weekend’s
Masses. Marriage is the foundation of family life, and
family life is the foundation of the Church and Society.
May God inspire married couples to keep Christ in their
marriage and in their lives so that they and their
children can enjoy the benefits of holiness, stability,
faith and love.

RITE OF RECONCILIATION — As part of deanery
meetings being held over the next few weeks, penance
services are scheduled, and Bishop Zubik will join
priests in hearing individual confessions.

Nine parish meetings encompassing the 16 deaneries
and six counties of the Diocese are planned between
February 7 and March 11. A detailed schedule is listed
below:

SCHEDULE OF DEANERY MEETINGS
AND RITE OF RECONCILIATION

The penance services with Rite of Reconciliation will
begin at 7 PM as follows:

Thursday, February 14, St. Paul Cathedral

Monday, February 18, St. Margaret Mary, Moon
Township

Wednesday, February 20, St. Robert Bellarmine, East
McKeesport

Thursday, February 21, St. Maurice, Forest Hills
Monday, February 25, Christ the Divine Teacher,
Chippewa

Wednesday, February 27, Saints Simon and Jude,
Scott Township

Thursday, February 28, St. Patrick, Canonsburg
Tuesday, March 11, St. Vitus, New Castle

Though the Sacrament of Reconciliation is regularly
available at every parish throughout the year, these
penance services are additional opportunities for
confession during the Lenten season. The above
services are not services of general absolution.

FISH FRY — Mt. St. Peter Parish in New Kensington is
sponsoring a Fish Fry every Friday during Lent, from
11 AM to 6 PM. For more information call 724-335-
1458.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
(Our Salvation in a nutshell)

Jesus, Son of God made Man, accomplished
many things in his life, but the greatest thing, the
essential thing, was to offer himself on the cross, in
obedience to his Father, as the victim for our salvation.

This work, done on Good Friday in Jerusalem,
was performed at Calvary, outside the city walls, where
he suffered, died, and was buried, and where he rose
from the dead on Easter Sunday.

This great work started at the Fortress
Headquarters of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate
and ended as Jesus died a shameful death between
two thieves. The route he followed is called the “Via
Dolorosa,” or “Sorrowful Way.” Along this way, like
“stops” or “stations” of a railroad, different events
occurred, most recorded in the scriptures, which have
been incorporated into the 14 “Stations of the Cross.”
These stations are:

l. Jesus condemned

1. Jesus takes up his cross

M. Jesus falls the first time

V. Jesus meets his Mother Mary

V. Simon helps Jesus carry the cross
VI. Veronica wipes Jesus’ face

VII. Jesus falls a second time

VIII. Jesus speaks to the women

IX. Jesus falls a third time

X. Jesus is stripped of his clothing
XI. Jesus is nailed to the cross

XII. Jesus dies on the cross

XIII. Jesus is taken off the cross

XIV.  Jesus is placed in the tomb

Our Church, like every Catholic Church, has
the 14 stations displayed in a prominent place. Ours
are in the main Church, 7 on each side, beneath the
high windows. The number and a sketch denote each
of the 14.

People are urged to mediate on the “Stations,’
or “stops” along Jesus’ way to death, for our Salvation.
We do this especially in Lent, and, in our Church, on
Fridays at 7 PM.

Come, bring your little ones, and teach them
the STATIONS. Teach by your example. Be “Living
Stations.”



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 10, 2008

ENVISIONING MINISTRY - REVIEWING MASS
SCHEDULES - As the Envisioning Ministry Process
unfolds it is important for every parish to review their
Mass schedule in the context of the cluster. The
diocesan  Guidelines for  Scheduling  Sunday
Eucharistic Liturgies states: “The number of Masses
celebrated on Sundays and Holy Days should reflect
the size of the parish community. There should be no
unnecessary proliferation of celebrations simply as a
matter of convenience.” The same guidelines note that
if less than 50% of the seating is utilized then the Mass
needs to be reviewed. In a given cluster it is
advantageous to have the Sunday Mass times
scattered, particularly in one-priest parishes, so that in
the event of a sudden illness a neighboring priest can
step in to the schedule.

LOVE WALK FOR THE POOR - today, by members
of our Youth Ministry Group, who will attend Mass at
Sacred Heart Church in East Liberty with Bishop
William J. Winter. The Lovewalk targets youth and
young adults. Each year, participants are asked to
collect items that will be donated to two organizations:

1. The EECM Soup Kitchen and
2. Our Lady’s Food Pantry

What makes the Lovewalk especially meaningful is that
participants will carry the collected items with them on
a one mile walk as a way of experiencing the hardships
of the homeless who must carry their possessions with
them at all times.

THANKS TO OUR PARISHIONERS WHO DONATED
$611.50 in last Sunday’s “Souper” Bowl collection
at the doors of the Church. This amount will be divided
between our local Allegheny Valley Food Bank and
Our Lady’s Food Pantry. Poor, hungry and homeless
will benefit from your kindness, as you made it possible
for many of them to have their own “tailgate parties.”

C D of A MEETING — Wednesday, February 13, in the
Church Hall at 7:00 PM.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 390 sponsored by Mary Queen
of Apostles School will host District Scout Sunday
Service today, Sunday, February 10, at 2 PM at Mt. St.
Peter Church, New Kensington. Social and
refreshments to follow in Marble Hall. All are welcome.
Please come and join us.

OUR CHURCH TEACHES ON MARRIAGE:

e Marriage originates from God. Therefore, the
basic meaning and structure of marriage
cannot be altered.

e Marriage is regulated through both civil law
and church law. Recent efforts in our federal
and state governments questioning the
meaning of marriage have put the value of
marriage at risk.

e The sacramental nature of marriage has been
overlooked in the discussions about civil
unions that would provide the same secular
benefits as marriage. Secular influences on
weddings and marriages have sometimes
focused on the civil aspect of the institution
and many need to be reminded that marriage
is intended to be a sacred union.

e A sacramental marriage lets the world see, in
human terms, something of the faithful,
creative, abundant, and self-emptying love of
Christ. A true marriage in the Lord with his
grace will bring the spouses to holiness. Their
love, manifested in fidelity, passion, fertility,
generosity, sacrifice, forgiveness, and healing,
makes known God’s love in their family,
communities, and society. This Christian
meaning confirms and strengthens the human
value of a marital union (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, nos, 1612-1617; 1641-1642).

e Marriage is the fundamental pattern for the
creation of families. It models the way in which
men and women live interdependently and
commit, for the whole of life, to seek the good
of each other.

e Marriage between one man and one woman
provides the best conditions for raising
children: namely, the stable, loving relationship
of a mother and father present only in
marriage. The state should rightly recognize
this relationship as a public institution and the
cornerstone for society.

Your Ministry of Support
Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish
For Sunday, February 3, 2008

Offertory  ..ooveieeeeecce e $7,147.70
Parish Share ........ccccooeeeeieieeiieiieceeeeeeeeeen, $8,420.00

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL




