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SPONSORS

We are often asked about who is qualified, according
to Church Law and Diocesan Regulations, to be a
sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation. To be a sponsor,
whether for Baptism or for Confirmation, one must be:
a baptized Catholic, received First Holy Communion,
have been Confirmed, sixteen years of age or older,
who leads a life in harmony with the faith (i.e. active
registered members of a parish, faithful to the
obligation of attending Mass regularly on Sundays and
Holy Days, and, if married, married according to the
laws of the Church), A sponsor, moreover, cannot be
the Father or Mother of the person being baptized or
confirmed. When possible, it is desirable that the
sponsor for Confirmation be the same person who
acted as sponsor at Baptism.

Even though generally two sponsors are present for
Baptism, one is sufficient who may be of either sex.
When two sponsors are used, one of each sex is to be
employed. A baptized non-Catholic may not serve as
Godparent but may serve as a “Christian Witness” as
long as a Catholic Godparent is present for Baptism.

The whole essence of “God-Parent” is to be a role
model for the one to be Baptized/Confirmed. God
parents represent the community of believers who
assist the parents in their Christian responsibilities and
who are able and willing, by the exemplary practice of
their faith, to help the child, by word and example, to
lead a Christian life and fulfill the obligations of
Baptism/Confirmation.

One would presume that this is the kind of person a
parent would want for a sponsor for their child. This is
the kind of person the Church insists on for sponsors,
in order to show respect for the Sacrament to be
received and for the loving God who died in order that
we could enter into and grow in the Kingdom of God.

PRIORITY CARE PRESENTS — What's Your “Eye-Q”
on Tuesday, March 4, at 2 PM at Alle-Kiski Medical
Center Charles W. Young Conference Center. Scott
Portnoy, M.D., will discuss eye health as we age and
review some of the common conditions we experience
typically later in life; presbyopia, cataracts, macular
degeneration and glaucoma. Trained technicians from
his office, Allegheny Ophthalmology, will perform free
vision screenings prior to his lecture. Dr. Portnoy is
board certified in ophthalmology and is on staff at Alle-
Kiski Medical Center.
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Your Ministry of Support

Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish
For Sunday, February 17, 2008

Offertory  ..ooveieeee e, $4,500.50
Parish Share ........cccoooeeeiieieeiieiieieeeeeeeeeen, $4,197.50

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL
Next Sunday, March 2, first Sunday of March, the special
collection will be the monthly collection for Repairs and
Improvements to our parish and also to help pay our pledge
toward the renovations and repairs to St. Paul Cathedral in
Oakland. We thank you for your kind and generous support
of Saint Alphonsus Church and the Diocese of Pittsburgh.




THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 24, 2008

“MINISTERS AT MASS”

Communion
Ministers Lectors
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We often speak of Ministers at Mass, and the Ministry Schedule, etc. In addition to the priest celebrant there
are all kinds of Ministers who assist at worship in various ways: Music Ministers (Organist, Cantors, Choir
Members, Music Director, etc.), Ushers and Greeters, Readers (Lectors), Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist, in Church and to the sick at home, and Altar Servers, etc.

These Ministers all play an important part in the worship of our God in the most important service of our

Church, namely, the sacrifice of the Mass.

1. ABILITY. We want singers who can sing well, readers who can read well — ////l T
and so on. After all, we owe this to the Lord, who is honored and acclaimed l“l
by these sacred duties. Thus our goal is to find those with special gifts and
talents to serve as Ministers.

2. DEPENDABILITY. We need Ministers who will be faithful to a schedule and
are willing to make a commitment. Good Liturgy means being able to count on people showing up
when it is their turn to help.

3. PROPER MOTIVATION - seeking only the glory of the Lord. Our goal is to serve the Lord and not
ourselves, to be part of a team and to work together for the common good.

In selecting Ministers for Mass we seek certain criteria: '/
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Having said all this, we are looking for more Ministers: Music Ministers,

° Readers/Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Altar Servers, etc. Over the past
months several people have approached me and offered their services. | ask them, and

x others now for the first time, to let me know if you are willing to find out more about joining

our Ministry Team.

Attar Seruers‘ Fill in the bottom of this page and return it in the collection basket as soon
cemee s 3s possible and, once we see who and how many might be interested in
various ministries, we can start to organize and train them.

Many of our current Ministers are getting old (the Pastor included). We need some younger
blood. We old-timers need a rest and we can pass on the torch to younger people and start
training them to take our place.

Thank you for considering service of Ministry in our Church.
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OTHER SPECIAL TALENTS?




