




ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

 
 

SHOVE OUR RELIGION DOWN SOMEONE 
ELSE’S THROAT 

 
Last week we were sitting at a restaurant and at the 
table next to us was a young mother feeding her little 
baby boy, strapped in his high chair, slapping his 
pudgy hands on the tray, and waiting for Mamma to 
give him another spoonful. He was like our little robins 
who, newly born, sat patiently with their mouths wide 
open, waiting for Mamma Robin to drop worms into 
their mouths. 
 
This lady was so gentle, loving and patient. But she 
was determined to feed her son, just months old, and 
so she took that spoon, caught what the baby dripped 
from his mouth, and put it back into his mouth again. 
And she made him eat it all, not waste, even though he 
had as good a time smacking it around as tasting and 
swallowing it. In a way, you could say she “force fed” 
him. She was determined to “shove that food down his 
throat.” But she did it because she loved him, and felt 
obliged and happy to feed him and care for him. He 
was too young to understand what was happening, but 
the mother knew what he needed and she was set on 
giving it to him. 
 
All this by way of introducing the main point: JESUS 
can be said to “Shove his religion down our throat,” as 
the mother bird “shoves the worm down her baby’s 
throat.” Jesus comes to us as the Word of the Father, 
the Savior of Mankind, to offer us his truth, light and 
love. True, he begs us to listen and to accept. He does 
all this to save us from ourselves; from making bad 
choices with the freedom he gave us. Jesus is not 
wishy-washy. He has a program, an agenda, and a set 
of values and commandments – all to guide us to God 
who made us and who calls us to himself. 
 
The New Testament is filled with Jesus crying out to be 
heard so that we do not end up in the hands and power 
of the devil. For example, 
 

“Go into the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature. Whoever repents and believes 
in the Gospel will be saved. Whoever refuses 

to repent and believe will be condemned.” 
(MK. 16, `5-16). 
 
“You have heard it said of old, ‘You shall not 
commit adultery.’ But I say to you, whoever 
even lusts after another has already committed 
adultery in his heart.” (MT. 5, 27-28) 
 
“Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, 
you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood has life in him, and I will 
raise him up at the last day.” (Jn, 53-54) 
 

This is what the Gospel is all about: the GOOD NEWS. 
Jesus comes to “shove his religion down our throats 
(and into our hearts).” He does not tell us to believe 
what we wish, to do what we like to do, and act as 
though we were our own gods. He has an agenda, a 
plan and program. He has eternal life. Our glorious 
task is to hear and accept it, and to do our best to 
preach it to others so they, too, might find eternal life. 
 

-- Fr. Saladna 
 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

FOR THIS WEEK 
 

 
MONDAY, JULY 26 – SS Anne and Joachim, Parents 
of Mary 
 8:00 AM  Joseph J. Wuenstel, Jr. 
TUESDAY, JULY 27  -- Weekday Celebration 
 8:00 AM Joseph and Marie Wuenstel 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 28  – Weekday Celebration 
 8:00 AM Regis T. McMahon 
THURSDAY, JULY 29  -- No Mass scheduled for 
today 
FRIDAY, JULY 30  – Weekday Celebration 
 8:00 AM Helen Puskar 
SATURDAY, JULY 31  – No Mass on Saturday 
morning 
 2:00 PM Wedding Mass: Christina Hanulik 
    Blaha and Michael J. Micholas 
 5:00 PM [For Sunday]  St. Alphonsus, Parish 

Patron Saint  -- For all Parishioners, 
    Liv. & Dec. 
NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 1  – Feast of St. 
Alphonsus, Parish Patron 
 8:00 AM Harry Paul 
 11:00 AM Susa and Deily Families 

 
 

—— 
SPECIAL LITURGY NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 – 
Since August 1, next Sunday, is the Feast Day of our 
Parish Patron, Saint Alphonsus de Liguori, Bishop and 
Doctor, our Liturgical Celebration will not be that for the 
eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, but rather for a 
“Bishop and Doctor” (Great Teacher) of the Church. 

 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JULY 25, 2010  
  
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES: 

• To Katie Lynn Sarniak and Craig Robert 
Jernstrom who were married here yesterday, 
July 24. 

• To Christina Hanulik Blaha and Michael J. 
Micholas who will be married here next 
Saturday, July 31. 

• To Cory P Schmidt and Miranda Gerg who 
will be married on Saturday, August 14, at St. 
Boniface Church, Kersey, PA (Diocese of 
Erie). 

 
—— 

CONGRATULATIONS: 
• Baby Tyler Joseph Hutter, son of Carl Joseph 

and Carrie Marie (Basar) Hutter, who will be 
baptized today after the 11:00 AM Mass. 

 
 

—— 
REST IN PEACE -- The parish family of Saint 
Alphonsus wishes to extend their deepest sympathy to 
the families of Peter Mazak and John Crawshaw. 
Please remember the deceased and their families in 
your prayers. 

 
—— 

GOLDEN WEDDING CELEBRATION – The Diocese 
of Pittsburgh is again planning its annual Golden 
Wedding celebration for the couples who have been 
married 50 years. This year’s celebration will take 
place on Sunday, October 3, 2010 with a Mass at 3 PM 
at St. Paul Cathedral. Bishop Zubik will be the 
celebrant. A reception will follow in the lower hall of the 
Cathedral. 
 
Any couple who has celebrated or will celebrate their 
50TH Wedding Anniversary during 2010 is asked to 
submit their name, address and phone number to the 
parish as soon as possible. The parish will then 
forward the information to the Diocesan Office. Feel 
free to mail, fax or email your response. Each couple, 
in return, will receive a personal invitation to the 
celebration from the Bishop. 

 
 

Your Ministry of Support 
Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish 

For Sunday, July 18, 2010 
 
Offertory  ................................................ $3,459.58 
Parish Share ............................................. $1,348.00 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL 

 
THE SECOND COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 1, is the monthly (first Sunday) collection for 
Capital Improvements. We thank you. 

 

 
ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH PICNIC 
NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 2010 

 
ON OUR PARISH GROUNDS 

 
 

The picnic will begin at 2 
PM and end at 8 PM 

 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE 
 
2:00 PM Earliest arrival time  
             Welcome! 

Games – Children and Adults 
Balloon Toss, Bingo, Cards 
         Fun for All!! 

4:00-6:00 PM Dinner – Church Hall 
6:00-8:00 PM Bingo and Games 
 

Music by DJ Clem Lovasik 
 

Entrée and Beverages provided 
by the Parish 

 
Families asked to bring covered dish 

(salad, veggie, or dessert) and 
big spoon for serving. Bring to Church Social Hall 

 
NEEDED: If you have any White Elephant items that 
you would like to donate for the Parish Picnic, please 
wrap them and drop them off at the Parish House. One 
man’s trash is another man’s treasure. Volunteers are 
needed and most welcome. Call Cathy Moxie at 724-
274-2547. 
 
Meeting of Parish Picnic volunteers/planners 
tomorrow evening, Monday, July 26, in the Church 
Hall at 7 PM. 
 
Reservations necessary for proper planning.  
 
 Yes, we plan to attend the Parish Picnic on 

Sunday, August 1 
 

NAME 
 
NUMBER OF ADULTS 
 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
(list ages) 
 
Please drop this slip in the basket, or bring it or mail it 
to the Parish House by Wednesday, July 28. 

 
 
 



ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

AN INVITATION TO SIGHTSEEING IN 
NORTH SIDE PITTSBURGH 

Sunday afternoon, August 29, 2010 

We are thinking of having a nice Sunday afternoon bus 
trip to “Old Allegheny,” North Side Pittsburgh, for a 
Mass in St. Anthony Chapel, Troy Hill, a tour of the 
Chapel, and ending with a dinner at Max’s Old 
Allegheny Tavern on Suismon Street at the foot of Troy 
Hill. 

The Date:  August 29 
Bus leaves here around 1:00 PM 
Returns here around 6:00 PM 
Sunday Mass at 1:30 PM in St. Anthony’s Chapel 
Tour: 2:30-3:30 PM 
Dinner: 4:00 PM at Max’s Restaurant 

Reservations must be made by Sunday, August 8. 
Cost per person: $30.00 (round-trip bus and 
dinner). Space is limited due to bus and tavern limits. 

If not enough are interested, reservations will be 
refunded. 

 

SIGHTSEEING IN NORTH SIDE PITTSBURGH 

Name 

Address 

Phone  No. 

Number of Reservations 

Please drop this off at the Parish House or drop in 
the collection basket.  Enclose check to St. 
Alphonsus Church for $30.00 

—— 
BABY JESUS SCHOOL NEWS: Even though 
everyone is well-motivated, our Baby Jesus School at 
the 11 AM Mass on Sundays does not attract enough 
babies to make the effort worthwhile. 
 
We would like to INVITE SUGGESTIONS from parents 
of small children on how to make the program better, 
or more convenient and practical, etc. PLEASE CALL 
OR WRITE OR SEE US TO GIVE US YOUR INPUT 
and we will share ideas and get together to see if and 
how we can improve Baby Jesus School, or some 
similar program. Thank you. 
 
 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK 
ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

Hero Headquarters 
Where Kids Join Forces with God! 

 
July 26TH thru July 30TH, 2010 

6-8 PM 
 

Come join us at the Hero Headquarters – 
St. Alphonsus Parish Liguori Center 

 
We’ll join forces with God serving others, 
singing lively songs, creating crafts, and 

playing active games. 
 

All children 3 years to 5TH Grade are 
welcome to attend! 

 
No charge! 

 
—— 

 
IN YOUR ENVELOPE PACKETS there is one listed as 
“Visiting Missionary.” We still do not know who is 
coming or when he/she is coming. You can save the 
envelope for when the Missionary Collection will be 
taken up (every year sometime in the summer). And, of 
course, if you lose the envelope any old envelope will 
do (just write your name or envelope number on it, and 
label it as “Missionary.” 

 
—— 

 
KIDS’ CORNER 

 
• Why is it that the animals on Noah’s Ark 

couldn’t eat apples? 
 
   Because they went aboard in pears. 
 
 

• One day a friend visited my granddad and 
asked him if he knew that Arkansas was the 
only state mentioned in the Bible. 

 
   Noah looked out of the ark and Saw the dove. 
 
 

• Why was there no card playing on the Ark? 
 
   Because Noah was sitting on the deck. 

 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JULY 25, 2010  
 

WORDS FROM THE POPE 
THE WORD OF GOD GIVES MEANING TO DAILY 
ACTIVITY  
VATICAN CITY, 18 JUL 2010 - At midday today Benedict 
XVI appeared at the balcony overlooking the central 
courtyard of the Apostolic Palace at Castelgandolfo to pray 
the Angelus with the faithful gathered there.  

Before the Marian prayer, the Pope reflected on this 
Sunday's Gospel reading which recounts Jesus' visit to the 
house of Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus. Martha 
busies herself with domestic chores and reproaches Mary for 
not lending a hand but sitting rapt at the Master's feet.  

The Holy Father quoted Jesus' words in Luke's 
Gospel: "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 
many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 
her", and he explained: "The words of Christ are very clear: 
they show no disdain for an active life, or for generous 
hospitality, but contain an evident reference to the fact that 
what is truly necessary is something else: to listen to the 
Word of the Lord. And in that moment the Lord is there, 
present in the Person of Jesus. All the rest will pass and be 
taken away from us, but the Word of God is eternal and gives 
meaning to our daily activities".  

"This Gospel episode is highly appropriate for 
vacation season because it recalls the fact that, although 
human beings must work and dedicate themselves to 
domestic and professional duties, above all they need God, 
Who is the inner light of Love and Truth. Without love, even 
the most important activities become valueless and bring no 
joy. Without profound meaning, all our actions are reduced to 
sterile and disordered activism.  

"And who gives Love and Truth if not Jesus Christ?" the 
Holy Father asked. "Let us learn then, brothers and sisters, 
to help one another, to collaborate, but first and foremost 
together to chose the 'better part', which is and will always be 
our greatest good".  

- Vatican Information Service 
 

—— 
POPE GIVES SECRET TO VOCATION 

SULMONA, Italy (Zenit.org): Pope Benedict XVI is telling 
youth the secret of recognizing God's call, affirming that the 
trick is making the heart accustomed to recognizing the Lord. 

The Pope said this on July 4 during his one-day trip to the 
Abruzzi region of Italy, devastated by an earthquake in 2009. 
While in Sulmona, he had a meeting with youth in the city's 
cathedral. 

Responding to their questions, he told them the "secret of a 
vocation lies in the capacity and in the joy of distinguishing 
(God's) voice, of listening to and following his voice. But to do 
this, it is necessary to accustom our heart to recognize the 
Lord, to hear him like a person who is near me and who 
loves me". 

The Holy Father said that for this, moments of "interior 
silence in the day-to-day routine" were essential. 

But once one has learned to hear this voice, he said, and to 
generously follow it, "one fears nothing, he or she knows and 

feels that God is with him or her, and that he is a Friend, 
Father and Brother". 

"Said in one word: the secret of a vocation lies in the 
relationship with God, in prayer that grows precisely in 
interior silence, in the capacity to feel that God is near," the 
Pontiff said. 

"And this is true both before the decision, at the moment, that 
is, of deciding and of leaving, as well as later if one wishes to 
be faithful and to persevere along the way." 

Going on to clarify the concept of prayer, Pope Benedict 
affirmed that "true prayer" was not "foreign to reality". 

"If praying alienated you, took you away from your real life, 
beware: it would not be true prayer," he said.  
"On the contrary, dialogue with God is the guarantee of truth, 
of truthfulness with oneself and with others and, therefore, of 
liberty." 

In this sense, the Pope acknowledged, faith and prayer "do 
not resolve problems, but enable one to address them with a 
new light and strength, in a way fitting to man, and also more 
serenely and effectively". 

He said the history of the Church was full of saints who, 
precisely with prayer, "were always able to find new, creative 
solutions to respond to concrete human needs in every 
century: health, education, work, etc". 

"Their daring," the Pope said, "was animated by the Holy 
Spirit and by a strong and generous love of brothers, 
especially of the weakest and most underprivileged." 

—— 
 
 
 

IF GOD SHOULD GO ON STRIKE 
 

How good it is that God above has never gone on strike 
Because He was not treated fair in things he didn’t like. 
If only once He’d given up and said, “That’s it, I’m through! 
I’ve had enough of those on earth so this is what I’ll do! 
I’ll give my orders to the sun – cut off the heat supply! 
And to the moon – give no more light, and run the oceans 
dry! 
Just to make things really tough, I’ll put the pressure on! 
Turn off the vital oxygen till every breath is gone!” 
 
You know He would be justified, if fairness was the game, 
For no one has been more abused or met with more disdain, 
Than God, and yet He carries on, supplying you and me, 
With all the favors of His Grace and everything for free. 
Men say they want a better deal, and so on strike they go. 
But what a deal we’ve given God to whom all things we owe. 
WE don’t care whom we hurt to gain the things we like; 
But what a mess we’d be in, If God should go on strike. 

 
 
 
 

 


