




ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

 
 

“What’s in a Name?” We often hear this expression or 
use it ourselves. On this third Sunday in Lent, the first 
reading of the Mass, from Chapter III of the Book of 
Exodus, we hear the story of GOD’S NAME. 
 
Moses, after witnessing the phenomenon of the 
burning bush is commissioned by the Almighty to go to 
his people in Egypt and tell them that God has heard 
their cries and that he would rescue them from their 
persecutors. Moses, really speaking for all of us, says 
to God, “If the people ask me, ‘what is his name.’ What 
should I tell them?” God gives his name, “YAHWEH,” 
he says, “is my name.” 
 
This name, YAHWEH, is a Hebrew name, and it 
means “He who is,” or possibly, “He who can DO.” In 
other words, the God who appeared to Moses and the 
God who is the eternal and heavenly Father is the true 
and living God, in opposition to the false gods who 
have names, but who do not amount to anything for 
they are non-existent. Moses is asked to tell his people 
that the true God has heard their cry, and that he will 
deliver them. The false gods are merely gods of wood 
and stone and metal. This kind of god is merely the 
invention and fabrication of man. The true God cannot 
be captured by man and fashioned with implements. 
The true God is the creator of all things, and his name 
is pregnant with meaning: YAHWEH, “I am,” and “I can 
do.”  
 
This was and is the glory of Moses and his followers. 
They taunted their pagan enemies, similar to the way 
little kids often taunt others, saying, “My dad can beat 
up your dad.” The Jews said of the pagan gods, “They 
have eyes, but they see not; they have ears, but they 
hear not; they have hands, but they feel not. They can 
DO nothing.” 
 
Let us rejoice that God has appeared to us, that He 
has called us, and that he can and will do what he 
promises us. He is YAHWEH. He is! Blessed be the 
name of God. Let us always revere His Holy Name.  

-- Fr. Saladna 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES  
FOR THIS WEEK 

 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 8  – St. John of God 
 8:00 AM Peter B. Tutak 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9  –  St. Frances of Rome 
 8:00 AM Mary Desmone 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 – Lenten Weekday 
 8:00 AM Olive Lukac 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11 –  No Mass scheduled for 
today 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 – Lenten Weekday 
 8:00 AM Frank Hrobak 
 7:00 PM Stations of the Cross with Benediction 
SATURDAY, MARCH 13 – No Mass on Saturday 
morning 
 5:00 PM [For Sunday] For all Parishioners, 
    Liv. & Dec. 
NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 14 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 AM John and Pauline Jardas 
 11:00 AM Joseph Bosman 

NOTE:  Daylight Saving Time comes back today, 
Sunday, March 14. Turn clocks AHEAD (spring 
forward) one hour when you go to bed Saturday 
evening, March 13. 
 

 
 

2010 COMMUNITY LENTEN WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT 3:00 PM 

 
Today, March 7, Springdale United Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. George E. Saladna, speaker. 
March 14, St. Mark Lutheran Church, Rev. David 
Carlisle, speaker. 
March 21, Cheswick Presbyterian Church, Pastor 
Keith Harris, speaker. 

 
—— 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Thank you for the following donations to the St. 
Alphonsus Memorial Fund: 
 
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE IN MEMORY OF ANNA 
EVANS by children, Chuck and Millie Evans. 
 
IN MEMORY OF EDWARD KATILAVAS by Mary 
Zagurskie Hanulik. 
 
IN MEMORY OF PETER TUTAK by Barbara Strawoet 
and Family. 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  MARCH 7, 2010  
  
Dear Catholic People of our Diocese, 
 
Again, in this Lenten Season of almsgiving, we come 
begging for your assistance. Next weekend (March 
13-14, 2010) all parishes in the diocese are asked to 
take up a combined collection (one collection allocated 
to three causes) to benefit three important projects 
within the Church in the United States. 
 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal – The Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal supports the Home Missions in 
places like Appalachia, the Deep South, the 
Southwest, and the Rocky Mountain states where the 
Catholic Church struggles just to keep parishes open 
and to educate the children in the faith. Home mission 
parishes face priest shortages, parishioner poverty, 
unemployment, difficult or isolated terrain, religious 
hostility and other circumstances that impact their 
practice of the faith. The Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal helps build community within the Church and 
works for the common good of Catholics in the United 
States. 
 
National Collection for Black and Indian Missions – 
As one of the oldest collections in the Church, first 
taken in 1884, the National Black and Indian Mission 
Collection assists with the evangelization of Black, 
American Indian, Eskimo and Aleute communities. 
Poor churches and schools utterly depend on these 
funds to continue their local programs and pastoral 
activities. 
 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development – The 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development was 
established 40 years ago to assist people across the 
nation in breaking the cycle of poverty. CCHD supports 
low-income people as they work together to advance 
education opportunities, create jobs and improve 
access to services for the disabled. 
 
In years past, CCHD funded proposals from local 
organizations affiliated with the community group 
ACORN when those activities conformed to CCHD 
guidelines and when the local diocesan bishop 
approved the proposal. Unfortunately, the national 
ACORN organization came under serious criticism in 
recent years, and as a result, the U.S. bishops 
suspended any funding for ACORN. To be clear, no 
amount from this collection will be allocated to any 
ACORN group. 
 
Last year the faithful of our diocese donated over 
$287,000 to the combined collection and, after our 
contribution to national causes, almost half this total 
found its way back to local organizations supporting 
inner city, Extra Mile schools and ministries in the local 
Latino community.  This will be our second collection 
next weekend. 

Bishop Zubik 

 
Third Sunday of Lent 

 
“HERE I AM” 

The scriptures for this Sunday focus our attention on 
the Lenten call to conversion. When God calls Moses by 
name in the reading from Exodus, Moses immediately 
responds, “Here I am!” and comes closer. He answers God’s 
call even though he is afraid and confused. In a similar way 
Christ calls each of us by name, especially in the sacraments 
of baptism and the Eucharist. During the season of Lent he 
desires above all that we will answer, “Here I am!” and come 
closer to him. It is all right if we are confused or afraid. It’s 
even all right if we haven’t really listened for his call yet this 
Lent. Today’s scriptures give us a second chance to listen for 
Jesus’ call, to come closer to his voice, and to move farther 
away from sin in our lives.  
BEARING FRUIT 

How can we tell when we are responding to Jesus’ 
call? For that we look to the metaphor of the fig tree in 
today’s Gospel parable. Through the sacraments, the 
scriptures, and the Christian community, Jesus Christ—the 
gardener—has been cultivating the ground around us and 
fertilizing us in the hope that we will bear good fruit. Will we? 
Are we barren because our root system doesn’t grow deep 
enough to tap into real spiritual nourishment? Is our growth 
stunted by choices we are making? Is our energy channeled 
into our healthy, flowering branches, or sapped by a hundred 
scrawny shoots? Do we turn in on ourselves and prevent the 
light of the Son from ripening what little fruit we bear? While 
the elect who are preparing for baptism scrutinize their lives 
to discover how Christ is calling them to conversion, all of us 
must scrutinize our lives as well. Those who are listening for 
Jesus’ call and turning to the sound of his voice will bear 
succulent fruit so the hungry can eat their fill. 
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Our Ministry of Support 

Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish 
For Sunday, February 28, 2010 

 
Offertory .................................................................. $3,534.45 
Parish Share ........................................................... $1,460.00 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS 
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL 

 
The second collection today, Sunday, March 7, will 
be the monthly collection for Capital Improvements to 
our parish . We thank you for your support of our 
Church and other worthy causes. 

 
 


