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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  NOVEMBER 16, 2008  
 

 
REST IN PEACE -- The parish 
family of Saint Alphonsus 
wishes to extend their deepest 
sympathy to the family of 
Herbert Pastucha. Please 
remember the deceased and his 
family in your prayers. 

 
—— 

 
GOING TO THE HOSPITAL FOR SCHEDULED 
SURGERY? It is fitting to be prepared not only 
physically, but also spiritually. Call Father if you would 
like to receive the Sacraments before you go to the 
hospital. 
 

—— 
OPLATKY (CHRISTMAS WAFERS) – Oplatky will 
again be available this year through our Parish Social 
Services. A colorful packet of 10 wafers (8 white, 2 
pink) is sold for $5.00, with proceeds going to Social 
Services in their outreach to the elderly and sick. They 
will be sold in the Activity Room after all Masses each 
Sunday before Christmas, beginning the weekend of 
November 22/23. For those who want them earlier (to 
send out to friends), they can be obtained in the Parish 
Office any time.  
 

—— 
TURKEY VOUCHER ENVELOPES – A wonderful 
Thanksgiving/Christmas tradition in the parish is the 
so-called TURKEY VOUCHER. Your donation in the 
“Turkey Voucher” envelope (found near the Church 
doors) will assist the hungry and the poor, especially 
during the holidays, either through our Parish Social 
Services Program and the Ladies of Charity, or through 
the Lower Valley Food Bank. Your name on the 
envelope is optional in case you wish to remain 
anonymous. Follow instructions on the envelopes. 
Thank you very much. 

 
—— 

 
DECEMBER VACATION SWEEPSTAKES – As in the 
past, our parish, together with other parishes and 
Catholic Institutions, is participating in the “Vacation 
Sweepstakes,” throughout the month of December, 
with the daily drawing based on the PA Big Four 
Lottery Number. Deadline to return sold 
Sweepstakes Tickets is Tuesday, November 25. 
 

—— 
 

DROTAR – The Pittsburgh Area Slovak Folk Ensemble 
presents Drotar “The Tinker” – a tale told through song 
and dance, on Sunday, November 23, at 2 PM, at the 
Antonian Theatre, Carlow University, Oakland. Tickets: 
$10 ($5 Seniors/Under 10). Call 412-373-3873 for 
more information. 

 

 
 

A CHRISTMAS TREE ALREADY? 
Next Sunday, in the Church lobby, 
you will see a Christmas tree with 
tags all over it. This is our way of 
announcing the annual GIFTS FOR 
THE POOR campaign. Through the 
Food Bank we are invited to get a 
gift for someone this Christmas 
season. If you do, the recipient will 

not know who you are, nor will you know who gets your 
gift. Only the Lord knows of your generosity and 
thoughtfulness. The tags on the tree indicate, in 
general way, the person who would get your gift: adult 
male, teenage girl, etc., etc. 
 
If you would like to help in this worthy holiday 
endeavor, please take a tag or tags from the tree, 
whichever one you wish. The gift you get should be 
returned to the Church lobby on or before Sunday, 
December 7, so that the gift can be given on the Food 
Bank’s distribution day. If you can help, someone will 
be blessing their “secret benefactor.” 

 
—— 

 
 

DIOCESAN ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
 

An age old problem for human beings is to think of the 
body as something evil that must be transcended. 
However Catholics know better than that even if it 
remains a temptation. Sister M. Timothy Prokes, FSE 
will talk about this in the second installment of this 
year’s lecture series. 
 
In her talk entitled “St. Paul’s Challenge: Glorify God in 
Your Bodies”, Sister Timothy will base her talk on this 
passage from 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God? You are not your own; you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 
 
Sister Timothy is well qualified to speak on this topic as 
she has published a number of articles and a book on 
this topic. The book is entitled Towards a Theology of 
the Body and Mutuality: The Human Image of 
Trinitarian Love. 
 
We invite you to join us for Sister M. Timothy Prokes’ 
presentation to be held at St. Paul’s Seminary 
Auditorium, Tuesday, November 18, at 7:30 PM. 
Continuing education credit is available for priests, 
deacons and catechists. The lecture is free  -- all are 
welcome to attend. 

 
 



ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

 
 

JOIN ST ALPHONSUS YOUTH MINISTRY in 
fellowship and fun at Funfest Family Entertainment 
Center late Friday night, November 28 for a night of 
bowling, laser tag, pool and fun. You are welcome to 
join us and bring a friend! Reservation and permission 
forms can be found in the Activity Room of the Church. 
You must be registered to receive the special 
discounted price of $16. Registration/payment must be 
received by Sunday, November 23. If you have any 
questions, please call Mrs. Mueller at 412-828-3007. 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Our next Youth Ministry 
meeting will be held in the Liguori Center on Sunday, 
December 7, at 9 AM. Our topics will include our 
attendance at the 36Th Annual March for Life in 
Washington, DC, Youth Ministry t-shirt sizing and 
ordering, our winter snow tubing trip, and a special 
presentation by Mr. and Mrs. McCutcheon. Don’t miss 
it! 

 
—— 

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 

 
This year marks the 50TH 
Anniversary of the Knights of 
Columbus’ Christmas Seal 
Drive, which benefits Saint 
Anthony School Programs 
and McGuire Home. While 

you are undoubtedly familiar with the drive, what you 
may not know is that this year’s effort will push the total 
revenue of the campaign over the $5 million mark – an 
astounding level of support over the past half century 
for these two wonderful programs in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 
 
The Knights will begin selling the Christmas Seals on 
Sunday, November 30. Not only does the drive benefit 
Saint Anthony School Programs and McGuire Home, it 
also helps to place images of the Incarnation of our 
God before thousands of people – on Christmas card 
envelopes,  personal correspondence and other items. 
Christmas Seals are a wonderful means of 
evangelization and a testimony to the true meaning of 
Christmas. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MAKE A CHARITABLE GIFT THROUGH AN IRA 
CHARITABLE ROLLOVER – If you are over the age 
of 70 1/2, you must take a required minimum 
distribution from your IRA. Normally, this money is 
taxed as ordinary income. However, federal tax 
legislation enacted on October 3, 2008 permits you, for 
the remainder of 2008 and throughout 2009, to make a 
direct gift from your IRA to your parish, or other 
qualified charity. This gift counts toward fulfilling your 
required minimum distribution. 
 
For each of the years 2008 and 2009 you can exclude 
up to $100,000 from your gross income for distributions 
made directly from your traditional IRA to a qualified 
charity. For married couples, each spouse can make a 
distribution from his or her IRA under the same 
provisions. 
 
The distribution must be from your IRA, not a 401(k) or 
other retirement plan. However, consult with your 
financial or tax advisor about the possibility of 
transferring funds from one of these other plans to 
establish an IRA, with the distribution to charity coming 
from the newly established IRA. 
 
 

 

 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

 
Gracious and generous God, 
 
We come before you today with grateful hearts. 
 
In the beauty and bounty of creation 
  We seek the work of your hand; 
  In the loving faces around us 
  We know your own love for us. 
 
May this meal nourish us and strengthen us, 
  So others may know your plenty 
  In our kindness, 
  And see your care and concern 
  In our witness. 
 
Let us live true lives of gratitude, 
  As we pray in thanks to you, our God 
  Who live forever and ever. Amen. 
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