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ST ALPHONSUS  SPRINGDALE, PA 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 

 
This year marks the 50TH 
Anniversary of the Knights of 
Columbus’ Christmas Seal 
Drive, which benefits Saint 
Anthony School Programs 
and McGuire Home. While 

you are undoubtedly familiar with the drive, what you 
may not know is that this year’s effort will push the total 
revenue of the campaign over the $5 million mark – an 
astounding level of support over the past half century 
for these two wonderful programs in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 

The Knights will begin distributing Christmas 
Seals next Sunday, November 30. Not only does the 
drive benefit Saint Anthony School Programs and 
McGuire Home, it also helps to place images of the 
Incarnation of our God before thousands of people – 
on Christmas card envelopes, personal 
correspondence and other items. Any amount you may 
wish to donate will be appreciated. Follow directions on 
the envelope. Even if you cannot donate, please keep 
the seals. Thank you. 

 
 

—— 
 
 

WORLD OF JUSTICE CANNOT EXIST 
 WITHOUT CHRIST 

 
Vatican City, Nov. 12, 2008. In his general audience, 
held this morning in St. Peter’s Square, the Pope 
turned his attention to St. Paul’s eschatological 
teaching. 
 
In his First Letter to the Thessalonians, said the Holy 
Father, “St. Paul speaks of the return of Jesus, an 
event known as the ‘parousia’ or advent”. The saint 
describes this vividly ‘using symbolic images that 
nonetheless transmit a simple and profound message: 
‘In the end we will be with the Lord forever’. Our future 
is ‘to be with the Lord’”. 
 
Benedict XVI pointed out how in his Second Letter to 
the Thessalonians, the Apostle “changes perspective 
and speaks of the negative events that will precede the 
end. We must not allow ourselves to be deceived, he 
says, as if the Day of the Lord were truly imminent by 
some chronological calculation. The continuation of the 
Pauline text makes it clear that the coming of the Lord 
will be preceded by apostasy and by the appearance of 
a person identified only as ‘the lawless one’, the ‘one 
destined for destruction’, whom tradition came to 
identify as the Antichrist”. 
 
 
 

 
The Pope examined the fundamental attitudes a 
Christian must adopt in the face of the ultimate realities 
of death and the end of the world: “The first attitude”, 
he said, “must be the certainty that Jesus rose and 
that, with the father, He remains with us forever. 
Secondly, the certainty that Christ is with me; and 
since the future world has already begun in Christ, this 
gives us the certainty of hope. The future is not an area 
of darkness in which no-one can find their way. Without 
Christ, the future is dark even today. Christians know 
that the light of Christ is stronger and hence they 
experience a hope that is not vain, a hope that gives 
certainty and courage to face the future”. 
 
The third attitude, the Pope went on, “is responsibility 
before Christ for the world and for our fellow man and, 
at the same time, the certainty of His mercy. We have 
to work to ensure this world opens to Christ, that it is 
renewed. We know that God is the true Judge, we are 
sure He is good, we know His face, the face of the 
risen Christ. For this reason we can be sure of His 
goodness and live our lives courageously”. 
 
At the end of his First Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul 
“repeats a prayer of the early Christian communities of 
Palestine, putting it into the mouths of the Corinthians 
themselves: ‘Marana tha! Our Lord, come! which is 
also how the Book of the Apocalypse ends. Can we 
pray like this today? In our lives, in our world, it is 
difficult to pray sincerely for this world to perish, for the 
coming of the New Jerusalem, the Final Judgment, 
Christ the Judge. Nonetheless, like the first Christian 
community we can say: Come Jesus! Of course we do 
not want the end of the world to come now, on the 
other hand, we do want the world of injustice to end, 
we do want the world to change, the civilization of love 
to begin, a world of justice and peace to come, a world 
without violence and hunger. But without the presence 
of Christ a truly just and renewed world will never 
come”. 
 
“We can and must cry out urgently in the 
circumstances of our own time: Come, Lord! Come in 
Your way, in the ways that You know. Come where 
there is injustice and violence. Come into the refuge 
camps of Darfur and North Kivu, in so many parts of 
the world. Come where drugs dominate .Come also 
among the rich who have forgotten You and who live 
for themselves alone. Come  where You are known. 
Come in Your way and renew today’s world. Come 
also into our hearts that we too may become light of 
God, Your presence”. 

- Vatican Information Service 
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MAKE A CHARITABLE GIFT THROUGH AN IRA 
CHARITABLE ROLLOVER – If you are over the age 
of 70 1/2, you must take a required minimum 
distribution from your IRA. Normally, this money is 
taxed as ordinary income. However, federal tax 
legislation enacted on October 3, 2008 permits you, for 
the remainder of 2008 and throughout 2009, to make a 
direct gift from your IRA to your parish, or other 
qualified charity. This gift counts toward fulfilling your 
required minimum distribution. 

For each of the years 2008 and 2009 you can 
exclude up to $100,000 from your gross income for 
distributions made directly from your traditional IRA to 
a qualified charity. For married couples, each spouse 
can make a distribution from his or her IRA under the 
same provisions. 

The distribution must be from your IRA, not a 
401(k) or other retirement plan. However, consult with 
your financial or tax advisor about the possibility of 
transferring funds from one of these other plans to 
establish an IRA, with the distribution to charity coming 
from the newly established IRA. 
 

 
—— 

 
CHRISTMAS NUT ROLL SALE – SS Peter and Paul 
Byzantine Catholic Church, 339 E. 10Th Avenue, 
Tarentum, will be holding its annual Christmas Nut Roll 
Sale on December 3, 4 and Dec. 10 and 11. Nut, 
Apricot, and Poppy Seed Rolls will be available. Cost is 
$10 per roll. Please place your order by calling Lynn, 
between the hours of 10 AM and 8 PM at 724-352-
0031. 

 
 

 
 

Your Ministry of Support 
Thank you for your offerings to Saint Alphonsus Parish 

For Sunday, November 16, 2008 
 
Offertory .   ................................................ $4,005.25 
Parish Share ............................................. $1,150.00 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS  

CHURCH IN YOUR WILL 
 

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION TODAY -- The 
annual collection for the RETIREMENT FUND FOR 
RELIGIOUS. This is our opportunity to say THANK 
YOU to the Sister of Divine Providence who gave 90 
years of service to our Parish and our Parish School 
until it closed in 1995. Support our aging sisters who 
gave their lives to make yours better. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 
 
An Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 
 
Most sweet Jesus, Redeemer of the human race, look 
down upon us, humbly prostrate before your altar. We 
are yours, and yours we wish to be. But to be more 
surely united with you, behold, each one of us freely 
consecrates himself today to your Most Scared Heart. 
 
Many indeed have never known You. Many, too, 
despising your precepts, have rejected You. Have 
mercy on us all, most merciful Jesus, and draw all 
people to Your Sacred Heart. 
 
O Lord, be King not only of the faithful who have never 
forsaken You, but also of the prodigal children who 
have abandoned You. Grant that they may quickly 
return to their Father’s House, lest they die of 
wretchedness and hunger. 
 
O Jesus, be King of those who are deceived by 
erroneous opinions, or whom discord keeps aloof, and 
call them all back to the harbor of truth and unity of 
faith, so that soon there may be but one flock and one 
shepherd. 
 
Grant O Lord to Your Church assurance of freedom 
and immunity from harm. Give peace and order to all 
nations, and make the earth resound from pole to pole 
with one cry: 
 
Praise to the Divine Heart that wrought our salvation. 
To it be glory and honor forever and ever. Amen. 
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