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THE BEST IS YET TO COME 

 
Today we begin the Season of ADVENT, which is a time 
of preparation and waiting. We realize that our time in 
this world is a gift from our heavenly Father who wants 
us to be with him, and that will be our lot if we use this 
time well in making good decisions for ourselves. Good 
decisions now will result in happy results when we enter 
into eternal life. 
 
Advent is usually associated with the coming of the 
Feast of Christmas and the preparation in Advent geared 
to sacramentally preparing ourselves for receiving Jesus 
in Holy Communion on Christmas Day. However, this 
season has another, even more important dimension. 
The readings for today’s Mass give us a clue, for they 
speak of the second and final coming of Christ at the 
end of the world. This is what we are really preparing for, 
and we use the time of Advent to focus clearly on our 
goal in life and the means which God gives to us to meet 
that goal. 
 
God has endowed us human beings with the great gifts 
of intellect and will. It is in this sense that we are made 
“in the image and likeness of God.” We are able to 
understand abstract concepts and make judgments in 
our reasoning, which is an aspect of our intellect. And it 
is in the free choices we make with our will that enable 
us to gain merit before God. This is why our Heavenly 
Father is pleased with us when we choose Him over 
creatures, because our choice is made freely and we 
honor our creator by willingly loving Him when we could 
have made the opposite choice. 
 
Let us use the Season of Advent to focus even more 
clearly on our belief that the Lord Jesus will come again, 
not just at the end of our own lives here on earth, but 
also in the final judgment when the world will pass away 
and Christ our King will reign supreme with all those who 
have chosen Him in love. 
 
 

 
Even though we have tasted happiness in this life, it is 
nothing compared to the joy which is to come. As Saint 
Paul says, “the eye has not seen, the ear has not heard, 
nor has any mouth uttered the joy of the good things 
which God has in store for those who love him.” May our 
celebration of this time of Advent bring us all to that 
happy end.  

-- Father Saladna 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES AND SERVICES 
 FOR THIS WEEK 

 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 – Saint Andrew, Apostle 
 8:00 AM Oliver Tassotti (Birthday) 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 – No Mass scheduled for 
today 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 – Advent Weekday 
 8:00 AM Helen Zott 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 --   Saint Francis Xavier 
 8:00 AM Raymond Sharkins (Birthday) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 – First Friday of December 
 8:00 AM Andrew Chlodney 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 – No Mass on Saturday 
morning 
 5:00 PM [For Sunday] Anna Rovnanik 
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6  – Second Sunday of 
Advent 
 8:00 AM Sophia Dzik 

 11:00 AM For all Parishioners, Liv. & Dec. 
 

—— 
CONGRATULATIONS to Kenneth Tomayko and 
Diane Nagy who will be married at Our Lady of Victory 
Church on Saturday, December 5. 

 
—— 

 
HOLIDAY DECORATION OFFERING ENVELOPES – 
In your envelope packets you will find the traditional 
envelope for Holiday Decorations, with a place to mark 
the name of someone you would like to remember by 
your offering. Our special Christmas Day bulletin insert 
for December 25 will contain the names of these 
“memorials.” In order to be published, they must be 
received here no later than Friday, December 18. Please 
mark the names clearly (print rather than script). 
 

—— 
 
IF YOU MISPLACE OR LOSE ANYTHING in Church, 
we try to place found items in the Activity Room (the little 
room off the left side aisle which leads to the emergency 
exit). Look there if you lost something. It may well be 
there. 
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THOSE WHO ARE SICK AT HOME and unable to 
attend Mass are invited to call the Rectory to arrange 
to receive Holy Communion at home. Also, people who 
are having major surgery and who know of this in 
advance should be anointed. Fr. Saladna will be happy 
to arrange for this to be done either in our own Church 
or at your home, since hospital stays are so brief and 
so hectic that it is almost impossible at times to have 
this done in the hospital with due privacy. 
 

—— 
TURKEY VOUCHERS – Our parish has a fine tradition 
of helping the poor and needy during the 
Thanksgiving/Christmas holiday season. “Turkey 
Voucher” gifts, used for food purchases, are given to 
our Parish Social Services and to the clients of the 
local Food Bank. If you would like to help continue this 
tradition, we ask you to take a “Turkey Voucher” 
envelope (found near the Church doors). Your 
donation (any amount), dropped in the collection 
basket in these envelopes, will be used to assist the 
Food Bank and Parish Social Services in their holiday 
distribution. Again, thank you. 

 
—— 

A CHRISTMAS TREE 
ALREADY? – In the 
Church lobby, you will see 
a Christmas tree with tags 
on it. This is our way of 
announcing the annual 

GIFTS FOR THE POOR campaign. Through our 
Parish Social Services and the Food Bank, we are 
invited to get a gift for someone this Christmas season. 
If you do, the recipient will not know who you are, nor 
will you know who gets your gift. Only the Lord knows 
of your generosity and thoughtfulness. The tags on the 
tree indicate, in a general way, the person who would 
get your gift: adult male, teenage girl, etc., etc. 

If you would like to help in this worthy holiday 
endeavor, please take a tag or tags from the tree, 
whichever one you wish. The gift you get should be 
returned to the Church lobby on or before Sunday, 
December 13TH, so that the gift can be given on the 
Food Bank’s distribution day. If you can help, someone 
will be blessing their “secret benefactor.” 

 
—— 

NO CCD CLASSES TODAY, SUNDAY, November 
29, Thanksgiving vacation. 
 

—— 
ENTERTAINMENT DISCOUNT/COUPON BOOKS for 
2010 are being sold by the Parish Social Services 
(Ladies of Charity). They are available at $20 after 
Sunday Mass in the Activity Room, or at the Parish 
House during office hours. There is a limited number 
for sale this year, so if you are really interested it would 
be wise to get them early. Proceeds from the sale go 
toward the works of the Ladies of Charity 

 
WHAT IS THIS “OPLATKY” ?? 

 
Many people, if not most, see or read about 
OPLATKY, or “Christmas Wafers,” and they wonder 
what this is all about. A word of explanation is probably 
in order. 
 
“OPLATKY” (in Slavic languages) comes ultimately 
from the Latin word, “OBLATUM,” which means 
“offering.” It is unleavened bread, made exactly like the 
bread which is used in the Latin Rite for the Mass. 
However, it is essential that one understands that it is 
not used for Mass, is not consecrated, and is not even 
usually blessed. It comes in various colors, but usually 
white, with Christmas scenes embossed in it, and is 
made in easily manageable squares. 
 
This OPLATKY is part of the Christmas tradition and 
culture of Slavic or Eastern European people (Polish, 
Slovak, Lithuanian, etc. – but not necessarily limited to 
them). The Oplatky provides a beautiful way for 
families, celebrating the Christmas Vigil, to “BREAK 
BREAD” with each other as an introduction to and as 
part of the family celebration, at home, of Jesus, the 
Bread of Life and the Bread from Heaven, coming to us 
on Christmas Day. “Bethlehem” means, in Hebrew, 
“House of Bread.” This Oplatky wafer, and the 
meatless Christmas Eve dinner which follows, reminds 
one of the AGAPE or Love Meals of the early Apostolic 
Church. In the ceremony, the ritual calls for the Father 
of the Family to solemnly break the Oplatky and give 
pieces to family members (often dipped in honey) as 
he offers a holy kiss and best wishes for a Merry and 
Holy Christmas. 
 
The tradition varies from nation to nation and even 
from family to family, but the Oplatky is an essential 
part of the tradition simply because it is the “Bread,” 
and Christmas is the Feast of the Incarnation, 
celebrating the Birth of the “Bread which came down 
from Heaven.” But again, it cannot be stressed enough 
that it is NOT the Eucharistic Bread from the 
celebration of Mass. Oplatky is in no way “Holy 
Communion.” 
 

 
***** 

 
OPLATKY (CHRISTMAS WAFERS) – Oplatky will 
again be available this year through our Parish Social 
Services. A colorful packet of 10 wafers (8 white, 2 
pink) is sold for $5.00, with proceeds going to Social 
Services in their outreach to the elderly and sick. They 
will be sold in the Activity Room after all Masses each 
Sunday before Christmas, beginning this weekend, 
November 28/29. 
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LOOKING AHEAD: SCHEDULE OF 
MASSES AND CONFESSIONS FOR 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, 
CHRISTMAS, HOLY FAMILY, AND MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD (NEW YEAR’S DAY) 
 
 
FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 
 December 19 – Saturday – 5:00 PM 
 December 20 – Sunday   – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
FOR CHRISTMAS: 
 December 24 – Thursday – 5:00 PM and 10:00 PM 
 December 25 – Friday – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
FOR HOLY FAMILY: 
 December 26 – Saturday – 5:00 PM 
 December 27 – Sunday   –  8:00 AM and 11:00AM 
 
FOR MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (New Year’s): 
 December 31 – Thursday – 5:00 PM 
 January 1       -- Friday  – 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
 Saturday, December 19 – 3:30 to 4:30 PM -  

Monday, December 21  -- 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest) 
Tuesday, December 22 – 6:00 to 7:00 PM – (one 
priest)       
Wednesday, December 23 – 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM - 

       (three priests) 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

CLEANING AND DECORATING SCHEDULE: 
Saturday, December 19 – 8:00 AM (coffee and 
donuts) to 10:00 AM. Volunteers needed and 
appreciated. 

 
POST THIS COLUMN ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR 
DOOR FOR FUTURE REFERENCE! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS 
SEALS 

 
On Sunday, December 6, 
the Knights of Columbus 
will be handing out their 

annual Christmas Seals for the benefit of the “Bishop’s 
Project” to assist two schools established and operated 
by our Diocese of Pittsburgh. They are St. Anthony 
School Programs and the McGuire Home for 
Exceptional Children. If you would like to help the 
Knights in this worthy project, you can do so by taking 
a pack of seals after any Mass. If you wish to make a 
donation, use the envelope provided and follow the 
directions there on. Any amount you wish to give will 
be greatly appreciated and is deeply needed. If you 
cannot make a donation at this time, please keep and 
use the seals anyway. 

 
—— 

 
CHILDREN’S ENVELOPES – We have boxed sets of 
Young People’s envelopes in the Activity Room. Little 
kids should be encouraged to have their own 
envelopes, since it makes them feel important (and 
they are) and it teaches them that the church is theirs, 
too. This is obviously not a “money-maker,” and we do 
not register the names of the givers or amounts, but it 
is nice to see little kids participating in the offertory, 
even if they have just a few pennies in their envelope. 
Help yourselves – the envelopes are in the Activity 
Room. 
 
 
 

 
Our Ministry of Support 

 
DUE TO THE EARLY PUBLICATION OF OUR 
BULLETIN THIS WEEK, THE FINANCIAL REPORT 
FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, WILL BE 
PUBLISHED IN THE DECEMBER 6 BULLETIN.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT ALPHONSUS 
CHURCH IN YOUR WILL  

 
THE SECOND COLLECTION next Sunday, December 
6, will be the monthly collection for Capital 
Improvements to our parish. We thank you for your 
kind and generous support of our Parish.  
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ADVENT ABCs 
If motivation is the key to success, then the season of 
Advent starts our liturgical year out right by focusing 
our attention on the ultimate reason for our hope and 
all we do as Christians. The first reading and the 
Gospel reassure us that the Messiah will cover the 
earth in justice at the end of time. This may be a 
frightening prospect to those who are blameworthy, but 
to the Lord’s “holy ones” it is a reason to “stand erect 
and raise your heads because your redemption is at 
hand” (Luke 21:28). 
 
The scriptures also reveal the ABCs of arriving at our 
goal. In the full text of today’s psalm each verse starts 
with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet—from 
“A” to “Z.” That made it easy to learn by heart the 
psalm’s instruction on following God’s way of faithful 
love. Today’s New Testament scriptures also instruct 
us in what we must do “to be blameless in holiness … 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 
3:13).  
 
 
 
“COME, LORD JESUS!” 

We are to “be vigilant,” expecting Christ to 
come into our lives at every moment. We are to 
“abound in love for one another,” working constantly for 
the coming of Christ’s love into our relationships and 
communities. And we are to “stand erect” and pray 
without fear for the coming of the end of time, when the 
Lord Jesus will come bringing perfect justice and 
peace. Christians in the first centuries of the church 
prayed the acclamation, “Come, Lord Jesus!” The 
Advent season invites us to enter into this spirit of 
hopeful expectation for the “advent” of Christ’s reign. 

During this season of Advent we remember 
Jesus’ first coming in time, we anticipate Christ’s 
coming at the end of time, and we pray with hopeful 
expectation for our lives right now: “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 
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CALENDAR CRUNCH  
We live in an era when calendars seem to rule our 
lives—the office calendar, the school calendar, 
the holiday calendar, the social calendar. Not 
surprisingly, many of us rely more and more on 
technology to help us keep track of all our various 
obligations and responsibilities. The new Church 
year begins today and the scriptures invite us to 
pause, slow down, and consider some of our core 
priorities as disciples of the Lord. Statistics show 
that, more than any previous generation in human 
history, we have disposable time to use how we 
choose. We are not tied to the unrelenting 
agricultural calendar of traditional farm work or to 
sixteen-hour days in factories, yet we often feel 
rushed and over-committed. This all comes down 
to how we use our God-given time. The readings 
today declare that God will fulfill the promises that 
God has made. Until that time of perfect justice, 
righteousness, and salvation comes upon us we 
are asked to do four things: to be alert at all times, 
not to give in to worry and distractions, to pray for 
strength, and to care lovingly for one another. So, 
as we prepare to celebrate again the coming of 
the Savior, think about the stewardship of time. 
Think back to third grade when we learned the 
difference between needs and wants, and realize 
how much the line has blurred between the two 
since then. Is your calendar too full? Streamline it 
by looking at it with an informed eye: What must 
you do and what would you like to do, and how 
can you put God first this Advent?  
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